Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
Post Office Box 1255 
Suffolk, Birginia 23434 


February 10, 1984 


Members Executive Committee 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 


Last year at the death of Mrs. Bradford Kilby, the four Felix Sharples 
pastels that had been in her possession were bequeathed to the Isle of Wight 
Historical Society. Apparently Mrs. Kilby believed that the Arthur Smith 
family in the portraits were the people for whom Smithfield was named. ‘They 
were, however, Suffolk Smiths. | 


The Isle of Wight Historical Society recognized the error and John Sands, 
their newly elected president, has contacted us with an offer. While they 
do not feel that they can offer the portraits to us on a permanent basis, 
(at least at present) John and his executive board feel that the pastels 
should come to Suffolk for an extended visit. They would perhaps let us 
keep the pastels for two years or so if we can keep them on display, secure 
them, and insure them. 


The purpose of this letter is to get your opinion as to whether or not 
we should accept their offer. It would most certainly be an opportunity 
to have some Suffolk history, if even for only a short time. Of course, 
there is always the possibility that we might negotiate a permanent arrangement 
if the visit works out. If your opinions are affirmative, we will check into 
the insurance and what arrangement could be made with Riddick's Folly for a 
Suitable display spot. 

, 

The Education Committee is working on the direction in which their 
committee should go. That is; they want to consider some other possibilities 
beyond the Hill Kilby Award such as the updating of our slide program, etc. 
Realizing that this would require some funds, they would like our opinion as 
to the possibility of preparing and selling calendars on behalf of the Society. 
Presumably these calendars would have pictures and/or etchings of Suffolk 
history and if could be worked out satisfactorily, might become an annual 
project. 


Would you upon receipt of this letter advise me your thoughts on both 
items sO we can pursue either one or both. 


Yours very truly, 


Se. ae 


Thomas J. O'Connor, 
President 
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